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Mr.  Chairman^  Miss  Thackray  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report 
on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Conditions  of  the  Area  for 
the  year  1949. 

This  is  my  last  report  as  your  medical  officer 
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my  gratitude  for  the  kindness,  help  and  consideration 
which  has  been  extended  to  me  by  members  and  staff 
alike  during  my  very  short  time  with  you 

I  am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

E.  T.  SHENNAN, 

M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS 

Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

E.  T.  SHENNAN,  m.b.,  ch.B.,  d.p.h. 
Senior  Sanitary  Inspector : 

G.  H.  PHIPPS 

Cert.  S.I.B. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

OF  THE  AREA 

General  Statistics 

Population  (middle  1949)  ...  11,030 

Population  (middle  1948)  ...  10,950 

Area  ...  ...  ...  ...  45,911  acres 

Rateable  Value  (April  1949)...  £51,637 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny 

Rate  (Net  Product)  ...  £202 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  3,262 


Including 

non-civilians 

12,190 


Live  Births 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 

Total 

Still  Births 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

M.  F.  Total 

106  90  196  Birth-rate  per  1,000 

23  5  estimated  population  18.2 

- - (Ditto  for  England 

108  93  201  and  Wales) . 16.7 


Legitimate  ...  3  2  5 

Illegitimate  ... 


Total 
Deaths  (all 
ages)  ... 


Rate  per  1,000  esti¬ 
mated  population  ...  0.45 

(Ditto  for  England 
and  Wales) .  0.39 

Death-rate  per  1,000 
estimated  population  13.96 
(Ditto  for  England 
and  Wales) . 11.7 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 

No.  29  Puerperal  and  post  abort,  sepsis') 

No.  30  Other  m.aternal  causes  j 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  y^ar  M.  F. 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5  4 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  -  i 


Total 

9 
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Total  ...  ...  5  5  10 

Death-rates  of  Infants  under  one  year 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  49.7 

(Ditto  for  England  and  Wales)  ...  ...  ...  32 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  45.9 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  200 
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•  *  • 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)... 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 
Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


(Registrar-General’s  Short  List) 
List  No.  Cause 

2  Cerebro-spinal  fever 

6  Tuberculosis  of  resp.  system 

7  Other  forms  of  tuberculosis  ... 

II  Ac.  polio-myel.  and  polio-enceph.  ... 

13  Cancer  of  buc.  cav.  and  oesoph.  (M), 

uterus  (F) 

14  Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ... 

15  Cancer  of  breast 

16  Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

17  Diabetes  ... 

18  Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions  ... 

19  Heart  diseases  ... 

20  Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

21  Bronchitis 

22  Pneumonia 

24  Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

26  Appendicitis 

27  Other  digestive  diseases 

28  Nephritis 

31  Premature  birth 

32  Con.  mal.  birth  inj.  infant  diseases 

33  Suicide 

34  Road  traffic  accident  ... 

35  Other  violent  causes  ... 

36  All  other  causes 


Male 

I 

I 

1 

4 

12 

6 

30 

9 

2 

1 

2 

1 

3 

4 

2 


All  causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  79 


30 

o 

o 

o 


Female 

1 

2 

1 

2 

4 

2 

5 
4 
7 

23 

4 

3 

2 

I 

I 

3 
3 

I 

1 

2 

3 

75 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA 

[а)  Laboratory  Facilities 

The  following  laboratory  facilities  are  available  to  this 
Authority  and  to  General  Practitioners  in  the  Area: — 

Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  Tennis  Court  Road, 
Cambridge.  Tel.  :  Cambridge  55526. 

Public  Analyst,  S.  Greenburgh,  Ph.D.,  B.Sc.,  F.I.C., 
Tenison  Road,  Cambridge.  Tel.  :  Cambridge  2097. 

(б)  Ambulance  Services 

(i)  Ambulances  administered  by  the  County  Ambu¬ 
lance  Service  operating  in  conjunction  with  the 
County  Fire  Service  have  been  available  on  doctors’ 
orders.  Tel.  :  Huntingdon  67. 
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(ii)  An  ambulance  stationed  at  Huntingdon  Isolation 
Hospital  has  been  available  for  cases  of  infectious 
disease.  Tel.  :  Huntingdon  59. 

(c)  Home  Norsiug 

Nurse-mid  wives  employed  and  supervised  by  the  Hunting¬ 
don  County  Council  carried  out  Home  Nursing  and  attended 
maternity  cases. 

(i)  A  nurse  residing  in  Warboys  (Tel.  :  Warboys  224) 
attended  cases  in  Warboys,  Wistow,  and 
Broughton. 

(ii)  A  nurse  residing  in  Bluntisham  (Tel.  :  Earith  225) 
attended  cases  in  Somersham  and  Pidley. 

(hi)  A  nurse  residing  in  Hemingford  Abbots  (Tel.  : 
St.  Ives  3119)  attended  cases  in  the  Hemingfords, 
Fenstanton,  and  Hilton. 

(iv)  A  nurse  residing  in  Bluntisham  attended  cases  in 
Earith,  Bluntisham,  Colne,  and  Holywell-cum- 
Needingworth. 

(v)  A  nurse  residing  at  Wyton  Aerodrome  attended 
cases  in  Wyton  Aerodrome,  Woodhurst,  Oldhurst, 
and  Upwood. 

(vi)  A  nurse  residing  in  St.  Ives  (Tel.  :  St.  Ives  2228) 
attended  cases  in  Houghton  and  Wyton  villages. 


{d)  Climes  and  Treatment  Centres 

(i)  The  following  Health  Services  were  provided  by  the 
Huntingdon  County  Council  : — 


Clinic 

Patients  seen 

When  held 

Where  held 

Minor 

Ailments 

Schoolchildren 

3rd  Friday  in  month. 
10. 30-11. 30  a.m. 

Clinic 

Buildings, 

Broadway, 

St.  Ives. 

Infant 

Welfare 

Children 

{0-5  yi-s-) 

Every  Friday.  2-4  p.m. 

ist  Monday  in  month. 
2-4  p.m. 

2nd  Tuesday  in  month. 
2-4  p.m. 

Ditto. 

Constitutional 

Hall, 

Fenstanton. 

Methodist 

Room, 

Somersham. 

Dental 

Pre-school  and 
schoolchildren. 
Pre-natal  and 
nursing 

mothers. 

3rd  Friday  in  month. 
10  a.m. -12  noon. 
2-3.30  p.m. 

Every  Wednesday  (ex¬ 
cept  2nd  in  month)  and 
every  Saturday. 

10  a.m. -12  noon. 

(By  appointment.) 

Clinic 

Buildings, 

Broadway, 

St.  Ives. 

Dental  Clinic, 
Princes  Street, 
Huntingdon. 
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(ii)  The  following  Health  Services  were  the  responsibilit}/ 
of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board,  but  are  administered  on  an 
agenc}/  basis  by  the  Huntingdon  County  Council 


Clinic 

Patients  seen 

When  held 

Where  held 

Ophthalmic 

Pre-school  and 
schoolchildren 

ist  and  3rd  Fridays  in 
month  (by  appointment 
except  in  emergency) . 
10  a.m.-i2  noon. 

2  p.m.-4  p.m. 

Old  Grammar 
School, 
Huntingdon. 

Orthopaedic 

Ditto. 

2nd  and  4th  Tuesdays 
in  month  (Surgeons  by 
appointment). 

10  a.m.-i2  noon. 

Ditto. 

Chest 

All  ages 

Every  Monday. 

2.30-3-30  p-m. 

County 

Hospital, 

Huntingdon. 

(hi)  The  following  Health  Services  were  provided  by  the 
Regional  Hospital  Board  : — 


Clinic 

Patients  seen 

When  held 

Where  held 

Venereal 

Diseases 

All  cases 

Tuesday — 3  p.m. 
Thursday— 7  p.m. 

Males;  Wednesday  and 
Friday.  4-6  p.m. 
Females : 

Fridays.  10-12  noon. 
Wednesdays.  4-6  p.m. 

Addenbrooke's 

Hospital, 

Cambridge. 

28  Fitzwilliam 
Street, 
Peterborough. 

Medical,  Surgical,  Orthopaedic,  Paediatric,  Skin,  Obstet¬ 
rical,  Gynaecological,  and  Dental  Out-patients’  Clinics  are 
held  at  Huntingdon  County  Hospital  and  Addenbrooke’s 
Hospital,  Cambridge,  to  which  General  Practitioners  can 
refer  their  patients  for  specialist  investigation. 

{e)  Hospital  Services 

Under  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  all  hospi¬ 
tals  in  the  area  came  under  the  control  of  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board. 

Fever. — Huntingdon  Isolation  Hospital  provided  facilities 
for  the  investigation  and  treatment  of  infectious  diseases. 

General  Hospital  Services  were  provided  by  the  County 
Hospital,  Huntingdon,  and  Addenbrooke’s  Hospital,  Cam¬ 
bridge. 

Maternity  Cases  were  admitted  to  Paxton  Park  Mater¬ 
nity  Home,  St.  Neots.  Admissions  were  arranged  through  the 
County  Medical  Officer. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 


1  (i)  Water.—The  scheme  for  Hilton,  Herningford 

Abbots,  Heiningtord  Grey,  Houghton,  and  Vv'yton  was  com¬ 
pleted  during  1949  and  services  are  being  laid  to  domestic  and 
industrial  premises. 

With  the  exception  of  the  ten  areas  a  public  mains  supply 
is  now  available  throughout  the  whole  district. 

The  supplying  authorities  being  the  Ramsey  and  St.  Ives 
Joint  Board,  the  Chesterton  and  St.  Ives  Joint  Board,  and 
Huntingdon  Rural  District  Council. 

The  Council's  consulting  engineers  have  been  engaged  on 
the  preparation  of  schemes  for  the  extension  of  main  supplies 
into  VVarboys  and  Somersharn  Fens,  and  it  is  anticipated  that, 
subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  this  scheme 
will  be  commenced  in  1950. 

A  summ.ary  of  the  water  supplies  in  each  parish  is  given 
on  page  7  . 

To  ensure  an  adequate  supply  for  domestic  purposes, 
supplies  to  industrial  consumers  in  that  part  of  the  area  sup¬ 
plied  by  the  Ramsey  and  St.  Ives  Joint  Water  Board  were 
restricted  during  the  latter  end  of  the  year.  This  was,  to  a 
Ihrge  extent,  due  to  the  dry  summer,  but  the  Board  are  at 
present  engaged  on  augmenting  the  supplies  from  additional 
sources. 

1  (2)  Drainage  and  Sewerage.-— Unfortunately  there  is 
nothing  new  to  report  under  this  heading. 

Preparatory  work  on  the  main  drainage  schemes  for 
Somersharn,  Warboys,  the  Hemingfords  and  Fenstanton,  has 
been  carried  out,  but  with  the  restriction  on  capital  expenditure 
there  seems  to  be  very  little  possibility  that  approval  for  the 
commencement  of  these  schemes  will  be  given  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health  in  the  near  future. 

It  must  be  stressed,  however,  that  the  need  for  such  schemes 
has  substantially  increased,  especially  so,  with  the  completion 
of  the  water  schemes  on  the  river-side  villages  and  the  gradual 
increase  in  the  number  of  post-war  houses  on  the  Council's 
estates. 

One  small  disposal  works  was  in  course  of  erection  at  Fen¬ 
stanton,  which  will  deal  with  the  sewage  from  a  small  council 
house  estate,  and  others  have  been  commenced,  but  these 
only  touch  the  fringe  of  the  problem. 

2  Rivers  and  Streams. — No  complaints  were  received  of 
any  case  of  industrial  or  sewage  pollution  of  the  River  Great 
Ouse  due  to  circumstances  arising  in  the  district. 

Owing  to  the  dry  summer  there  was  very  little  stream  in 
the  river  and  there  was  a  certain  amount  of  nuisance  due  to 
rotting  vegetation  and  weeds. 
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WATER  SUPPLIES 


Estimated  Popula¬ 
tion  Supplied 
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M 

Number 

of 

Analyses 

92  samples 
taken  from 
mains  supply. 

One 

unsatisfactory 

but 

subsequent 

samples 

satisfactory. 

Totals 

Results 

of 

Analyses 

Satisfactory 

fp 

P9 

iP 

PP 

9P 

PP 

PP 

PP 

PP 

P  P 

>> 

PP 

Fen  Areas  of 
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and 
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Quality 

of 

Water 

Good 

PP 

1  P  P 

p  p 

p  P 

p  p 

p  p 

PP 

p  p 

p  p 
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Good 

Area) 
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or 

Otherwise 
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PP 
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PP 

PP 

PP 
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PP 

PP 

PP 

PP 
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tion  of  Fen 
Adequate 
tion  of  Fen 
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tion  of  Fen 

Adequate 
tion  of  Fen 
Adequate 

Source 

of 

Supply 

Public  mains 

PP  PP 

PP  PP 

PP  tP 

PP  PP 

PP  PP 

PP  PP 

PP  PP 

PP  PP 

Pf  PP 

PP  PP 

PP  PP 

PP  PP 
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Public  mains 
(with  excep 
Public  mains 
(with  excep 

Public  mains 
(with  excep 
Public  mains 

i 

Parish 

1.  Bluntisham 

2.  Broughton 

3.  Bury 

4.  Colne 

5.  Earith 

6.  Fenstanton 

7.  Hemingford  Abbots 

8.  Hemingford  Grey 

9.  Hilton 

10.  Holywell-cum- 

Needingworth 

1 1 .  Houghton  &  Wyton 

12.  Oldhurst 

13.  Pidley-cum-Fenton 

14.  Somersham 

15.  War  boys 

16.  Wistow 

17.  Woodhurst 

Small  watercourses  were  cleansed  where  necessary  and  dis¬ 
cussions  with  the  Counly  Council  on  larger  schemes  involving 
land  drainage  took  place,  with  a  view  to  deciding  what  pro¬ 
portion  of  the  coot  of  the  work  should  be  borne  by  the  Riparian 
Owners,  the  County  Council,  and  the  District  Council. 

3  (i)  Closet  Accommodation.— Applications  for  the 
conversion  of  pail  closets  to  water  closets  continued  to  be 
received  and  the  conversions  were  approved  on  satisfactory 
proposals  for  the  drainage  of  the  premises  being  submitted. 

3  (2)  Public  Cleansing. 

{a)  Night-soil  Collections. — A  weekly  collection  of  night- 
soil  is  earned  out  by  means  of  two  Yorkshire  Karrier  750- 
gallon  tankers.  This  service  is  much  appreciated  by  the 
householders  and  every  effort  has  been  m^ade  by  the  Council 
to  make  it  as  comprehensible  as  possible. 

By  arrangement  with  the  Ministry  of  Works,  the  night-soil 
is  injected  into  their  sew'ers  at  Oidhurst,  from  where  it  is 
pumped  to  an  ex-R.A.F.  Sewage  Disposal  Works  for  treat¬ 
ment.  The  cost  of  collection  and  disposal  for  the  year  ending 
31st  March  1949  was  approximately  4jd.  per  pail  and  an 
average  of  2,072  pails  were  emptied  each  week. 

(b)  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. — A  weekly  collection 
is  made  from  every  village  and  the  scattered  fen  districts,  and 
there  are  very  few  houses  in  the  area  that  are  not  serviced. 

The  cost  of  collection  and  disposal  for  the  year  ending  31st 
March  1949  was  approximately  2jd.  per  dustbin  and  an 
average  of  2,970  dustbins  were  emptied  each  week. 

The  refuse  is  tipped  at  two  workecl-out  gravel  pits  at 
Somersham  and  Needingworth  respectively. 

(c)  Salvage.— This  service,  as  a  separate  branch  of  the 
Cleansing  Service,  was  discontinued  during  the  year,  as  it  was 
impossible  to  find  an  economic  market  for  the  disposal  of  waste 
paper.  During  the  earlier  half  of  the  year  approximately 
16 J  tons  of  paper,  rags,  etc.,  were  sold  for  the  sum  of 
£88-18-0. 

(d)  Cesspool  Emptying. — The  Council  decided  to  com- 
mehce  a  cesspool  emptying  service  to  be  carried  out  with  the 
same  vehicles  engaged  on  the  night-soil  collection  service,  and 
this  service  came  into  operation  towards  the  end  of  1948. 
During  1949  over  three  hundred  cesspools  were  emptied  and 
there  has  been  an  increasing  demand  for  this  service  from  the 
householders  in  the  district.  A  charge  of  25s.  is  made  for 
a  normal  cesspool  and  a  sliding  scale  for  industrial  premises 
was  introduced,  which  progressively  reduces  the  charge  for 
additional  loads  from  the  same  premises. 
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3  (3)  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

Total  number  of  inspections  for  all  purposes  ...  ...  2,086 

(a)  Housing  Inspections  : 

Under  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  ...  ...  281 

Re-inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  95 

Number  of  Preliminary  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  47 

Number  of  Preliminary  Notices  complied  with  ...  45 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  i 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  complied  with  ...  ...  i 


There  was  a  slight  but  definite  increase  in  the  general  repair 
work  carried  out  to  the  cottage  property  in  the  area,  but  much 
remains  to  be  done  before  this  type  of  property  is  brought  up 
to  a  decent  standard. 

{b)  Inspections  under  the  Factories  Act,  1937  : 


Premises 

Sections  i,  2, 

Number  on 
Register 

Number  of 
Inspections 

Number  of 
written 
Notices 

Number  of 
Occupiers 
Prosecuted 

3,  4,  and  6 

14 

22 

9 

Nil 

Section  7 

37 

54 

2 

Nil 

Total 

51 

76 

II 

Nil 

— 

- . 

- 

The  following  defects  were  found  as  a  result  of  the 
inspections : — 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were: — 


Referred 

Defect 

Found 

Remedied 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness 

4 

4 

0 

0 

Overcrowding 

I 

I 

0 

0 

Temperature 

I 

I 

0 

0 

Ventilation 

I 

I 

0 

0 

Drainage  of  floors  . . 
Insufficient  sanitary 

I 

1 

0 

0 

accommodation 

2 

2 

0 

I 

Other  offences 

2 

2 

I 

0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

12 

12 

I 

I 

- 

— 

_ 
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No  proceedings  were  taken  against  any  of  the  occupiers  of 


factories  in  the  district  and  generally  speaking  the 
were  maintained  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 

(£:)  Inspections  under  Regulations,  etc. 

premises 

Movable  dwellings 

68 

Dumps,  tips 

III 

Scavenging 

•••  153 

Salvage 

89 

Cowsheds  and  dairies 

73 

Offensive  trades 

18 

Food 

80 

Butchers’  premises 

146 

Shops 

26 

Pumps,  wells 

17 

Drains  ...  ...  ...  ... 

•••  137 

Requisitioned  property 

10 

Council  houses 

...  321 

Housing  sites 

...  147 

General  public  health 

•••  135 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ... 

6 

Slaughter-houses  ... 

21 

Meat  from  outside  district 

20 

Petroleum  stores  ... 

12 

After  infectious  diseases  ... 

18 

Ice  cream 

13 

Miscellaneous 

...  65 

Disinfestations 

4 

Total 

...  1,690 

As  a  result  of  the  inspections  recorded  above,  113  informal 
notices  were  served  on  owners  and  occupiers  of  premises 
requesting  them  to  comply  with  the  relevant  Acts  and  Regula¬ 
tions.  In  only  a  few  cases  was  it  found  necessary  to  make 
more  than  one  request  to  ensure  compliance  with  the  regula¬ 
tions  and  no  prosecutions  were  instituted  during  the  year. 

3  (4)  Camping  Sites. — Three  licences  permitting  the  use 

of  land  for  camping  sites  w^ere  renewed  by  the  Council ;  two  of 
these  are  close  to  the  River  Ouse  and  are  mainly  used  in  the 
summer  months.  All  three  sites  are  provided  with  adequate 
sanitary  accommodation  and  a  supply  of  water  from  the 
Council’s  main. 

A  small  number  of  caravans  were  also  licensed  in  various 
parishes. 

3  (5)  Shops  and  Offices.  (6)  Smoke  Abatement. 

(7)  Swimming  Baths. — There  is  nothing  of  interest  to  report 
under  these  headings. 

3  (8)  Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. — One  case  of  infesta¬ 

tion  was  reported  during  the  year  and  after  disinfestation  the 
cottage  was  subsequently  reported  to  be  clear.  “Zaldicide” 
and  D.D.T.  preparations  being  used  for  disinfestation. 
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PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASE 

Total  cases 
finotied 


Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  lo 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Diphtheria 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  112 

Acute  Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

Typhoid  Fever 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Poliomyelitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Polio-encephalitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 


Among  the  more  common  infectious  diseases  there  was 
little  to  report  beyond  the  maintenance  of  a  fairly  high 
incidence  of  measles. 

POLIOMYELITIS 

The  St.  Ives  Rural  District  gained,  during  the  year,  the 
unenviable  distinction  of  being  the  only  district  in  the  county 
to  have  any  cases  of  poliomyelitis.  There  were  twelve  cases 
notified  as  poliomyelitis  and  one  case  of  polio-encephalitis, 
five  were  paralytic,  eight  non-paralytic.  There  were  two 
deaths. 

The  cases  occurred  in  three  distinct  batches  in  three  dis¬ 
tinct  regions  of  the  district :  six  cases  in  Wistow  and  Oldhurst 
region  ;  one  case  in  Colne  ;  six  cases  in  Hemingford  Grey. 
Wistow  and  Oldhurst 

This  outbreak  spread  over  the  period  31st  August  to  the 
middle  of  November.  The  infection  first  appeared  “out  of 
the  blue”  in  a  child  on  a  very  isolated  farm.  There  appeared 
no  connection  between  this  and  the  subsequent  cases.  There 
was,  however,  an  extremely  vague  connection,  nothing  defi¬ 
nite,  between  some  of  the  later  cases.  The  one  death  occurred 
in  a  girl  who  attended  Ramsey  Grammar  School,  but  fortu¬ 
nately  no  infection  was  passed  on  by  this  case  to  her  fellow 
scholars  and  there  was  no  spread  to  the  north  of  the  county. 
Colne 

This  case  occurred  in  October  in  a  small  child.  On  investi¬ 
gation  it  appeared  that  the  infection  might  have  been  brought 
from  another  part  of  the  country  where  there  had  been  a 
number  of  cases.  No  further  cases  occurred  in  this  region. 
Hemingford  Grey 

This  outbreak  occurred  in  a  Boys’  Boarding  School.  There 
were  six  definite  cases  with  one  death.  Apart  from  these  there 
were  a  number  of  boys  who  appeared  to  have  “abortive” 
attacks  of  the  disease,  but  were  not  proved  to  be  suffering  from 
poliomyelitis. 


II 


It  is  likely  that  the  infection  was  brought  back  to  the 
school  by  one  of  the  boys  as  the  first  case  appeared  shortly 
after  the  commencement  of  the  school  term.  With  the  first 
cases  the  school  was  isolated  from  the  outside  world.  The 
cases  appeared  throughout  the  term  in  three  waves  of  two 
cases,  one  case,  three  cases,  with  one  week  between  the  first 
and  second  and  two  weeks  between  the  second  and  third  waves, 
I  wish  here  to  record  my  grateful  thanks  for  the  co-opera¬ 
tion  shown  by  the  headmaster  and  the  school  doctor  in 
ensuring  the  school’s  isolation,  and  thereby  the  limitation  of 
the  infection  and  preventing  its  spread  to  the  neighbouring 
village. 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

Little  change  was  shown,  from  figures  available,  in  the 
percentage  of  the  child  population  in  the  district  protected 
by  immunisation  against  diphtheria  at  the  end  of  1949. 
Only  59.4%  of  the  child  population  (0-14  years)  and  50.9% 
of  the  babies  (0-4  years)  were  so  protected. 

These  figures  are  poor. 

Every  effort  should  be  sustained  to  get  mothers  to  have 
their  children,  especially  their  babies,  immunised  against 
this  deadly  disease. 

Facilities  for  diphtheria  immunisation  are  available  at 
Infant  Welfare  Clinics,  through  the  School  Medical  Service, 
and  from  General  Practitioners. 

TUBERCULOSIS 


Total  number  on  register  at  31st  December  1949  :  34. 
Pulmonary  :  21.  Non-pulmonary  :  13. 
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No  action  was  found  to  be  necessary  under  the  Public 
Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  in 
connection  with  persons  suffering  from  pulmonary  tubercu¬ 
losis  employed  in  the  milk  trade,  or  under  Section  172  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936,  which  deals  with  the  compulsory 
removal  to  hospital  of  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis. 


HOUSING 

1  Inspection  of  dwelling-houses  during  the  year  : — 

(1)  {a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  281 

(h)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  376 

(2)  [a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (i)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consoli¬ 
dated  Regulations,  1925  and  1932  ...  ...  47 

{b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  51 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as 

to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  o 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of 

those  referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub¬ 
head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reason¬ 
ably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  47 

2  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service 

of  formal  notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rend¬ 
ered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by 
the  Local  Authority  or  its  Officers  ...  ...  45 

3  Action  under  Statutory  powers  during  the  year  : — 

{a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10,  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  o 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 

rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

{a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

{b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  o 
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(6)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 

to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

(2)  Number  of  dw'elling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices : 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

[h)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owmers  o 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  ii  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  Demolition  Orders  were  made...  ...  o 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  o 

{d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under¬ 

ground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under¬ 

ground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  determined  the  tenement  or 
room  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  o 

Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  iv. — Overcrowding  : — 

{a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 

of  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  ii 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  60 

(6)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  .  i 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  2 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  14 

{d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses 
have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  has  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of 
overcrowding  .  o 
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Housing  (General) 

Schemes  for  the  provision  of  additional  council  houses  in 
the  majority  of  parishes  were  continued  during  the  year,  and 
the  following  annual  totals  show  how  the  programme  has 
developed  : — 

1946  18  houses  completed 

1947  47  houses  completed 

1948  50  houses  completed  20  huts  converted 

1949  47  houses  completed  45  huts  converted 

Total  161  houses  completed  65  huts  converted 


At  the  end  of  1949,  therefore,  accommodation  had  been 
provided  for  226  families  and  a  further  fifty-one  houses  were 
under  construction.  Approval  had  been  received  from  the 
Ministry  of  Health  for  thirty-two  more,  but  these  have  not 
been  commenced.  The  total  programme  of  permanent  and 
temporary  houses  completed  and  contemplated  therefore 
amounted  to  309,  but  as  the  allocation  to  the  area  for  1950 
has  been  cut  to  twenty  houses,  and  development  of  some  of 
the  Councihs  estates  has  been  held  up  owing  to  difficulties 
with  disposing  of  sewage,  progress  will  even  be  slower  than  in 
previous  years. 

The  total  number  of  council  houses  in  the  area  now 
amounts  to  577  plus  sixty-five  temporary  dwellings.  The 
Council,  therefore,  own  nearly  twenty  per  cent  of  all  the  dwel¬ 
lings  in  the  district  and  approximately  one  in  four  of  all  the 
cottage  property.  There  are  still  416  applicants  on  the 
Waiting  List  for  council  houses. 

Maintenance  and  repair  work  to  council  houses  is 
carried  out  by  direct  labour  and  the  direction  and  supervision 
of  this  work  is  carried  out  by  the  department. 

No  applications  for  assistance  under  the  Housing  Act, 
1949,  were  received,  but  it  is  anticipated  that  as  the  Act 
becomes  m.ore  widely  known  owners  of  property  will  submit 
schemes  of  reconditioning  and  improvement  for  the  considera¬ 
tion  of  the  Council. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


{a)  Milk  Supply 

The  Food  and  Drugs  (Milk  and  Dairies)  Act,  1944,  and  the 
ist  October  1949  have  taken  away  most  of  the  principal  func¬ 
tions  of  the  Council  relating  to  the  production  and  processing 
of  milk.  The  limited  powers  given  to  local  authorities  under 
the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926,  have  been  strengthened,  so 
the  authorities  who  now  have  the  duty  of  enforcing  the  new 
Act  and  Regulations  are  in  a  much  better  position  than  was 
the  case  before  this  date.  It  remains  to  be  seen  whether  the 
quality  of  undesignated  milk  will  improve  during  the  summer 
of  1950. 

The  number  of  retailers  and  producer-retailers  in  the  area 
is  twenty-five  and  thirty-two  inspections  were  made  of  the 
premises. 

Two  Supplementary  Licences  authorising  the  sale  of  milk 
under  the  special  designation  "Pasteurised’’  and  one  authoris¬ 
ing  the  sale  under  the  special  designation  "Sterilized”  were 
granted  by  the  Council. 


(6)  Meat  and  Other  Foods 

Number  of  licensed  slaughter-houses  ...  ...  ...  10 

Number  of  butchers’  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Visits  to  butchers’  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  146 

Total  weight  of  meat  condemned  and  destroyed  at 

butchers’  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  554  lb. 

The  licensed  slaughter-houses  are  only  occasionally  used 
for  the  slaughter  of  pigs  under  licence  from  the  Ministry  of 
Food,  and  for  the  emergency  slaughter  and  dressing  of 
casualty  animals  before  consignment  to  the  nearest  Government 
allocation  centre. 

Six  cases  of  cysticercus  bovis  were  identified  during  the 
year.  With  one  exception  the  cysts  were  confined  to  the 
masseter  muscles  and  all  the-  carcases  were  released  for  sale 
after  three  weeks  in  cold  storage. 

An  epidemic  of  pulpy  kidney  occurred  in  a  large  flock  of 
sheep  and  those  unaffected  were  sent  in  for  slaughter. 

The  inspection  of  meat  at  the  Ministry  of  Food  slaughter¬ 
house  at  St.  Ives  is  carried  out  by  the  department  and  the 
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following  tables  summarise  the  animals  slaughtered  and  the 
weight  of  carcases  and  organs  condemned  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption  : — 


Cattle 

including 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

887 

517 

2600 

732 

Number  inspected 

887 

517 

2600 

732 

(All  diseases  except  tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned. 

-) 

2 

6 

5 

15 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

216 

6 

76 

75 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber¬ 
culosis 

24.6% 

2.5% 

3-1% 

12.2% 

(Tuberculosis  only: — ) 

Whole  carcases  condemned. 

26 

2 

_ 

3 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned. 

124 

— 

— 

21 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

16.9% 

0.38% 

3-3% 

Weights  of  Condemned  Meat 


Condemnations 


Number 

killed 

Number 
of  whole 

carcases 

Weight 
of  whole 
carcases 

Weight  of 
Parts  and 
Organs 

Total 

Weight 

Cattle 

887 

28 

15634  lb. 

8304  lb. 

23938  lb. 

Calves 

517 

8 

581  lb. 

41  lb. 

622  lb. 

Sheep  and  Lambs 

2600 

5 

190  lb. 

358  lb. 

548  lb_ 

Pigs 

732 

18 

3456  lb. 

914  lb. 

4370  lb. 

Total  . . 

4736 

59 

19861  lb. 

9617  lb. 

29,478  lb. 

Total  animals  killed  ...  4,736 

Total  meat  condemned  ...  13  tons  3  cwt  22  lb. 

A  wide  range  of  other  foods  were  inspected.  One  family  at 
least  had  their  Christmas  dinner  spoilt  as  the  fine  turkey  the 
householder  commenced  to  carve  gave  off  a  most  peculiar 
odour  and  remained  untasted  and  untouched.  Subsequent 
examination  showed  that  this  was  due  to  linseed  oil,  but  as 
the  bird  had  been  imported  it  was  not  possible  to  determine 
how  the  contamination  arose. 
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The  following  list  shows  the  amounts  of  other  foods 
condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  : — 

45  tins  of  vegetables  ...  ...  ...  49  lb . 

650  tins  of  milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  601  lb. 

32  tins  of  fruit  ...  ...  ...  ...  60  lb. 

48  tins  of  fish  ...  ...  ...  ...  37  lb . 

54  tins  of  meat  ...  ...  ...  ...  75  lb. 

Cheese  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  183  lb. 

Bacon  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23  lb. 

Poultry  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12  lb. 

Butter  ...  ...  .  ...  ...  10  lb. 

Margarine  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18J  lb. 

Dried  fruit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30  lb. 

Adulteration 

The  Council  are  not  a  ‘‘Food  and  Drugs  Authority’'  and 
no  special  circumstances  arose  where  it  was  considered  that 
any  action  could,  with  advantage,  be  taken  by  the  department. 
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